
n all probability, the most well-
known question in the entire 
gamut of Jewish literature is 

the question that is credited to the 
 The Syrian-Greeks contaminated 

all the oil in the Heichal during their oc-
cupancy of the Holy Land, and when the 
Chashmonaim prevailed and returned 
to the Mikdash, they were able to lo-

one night, it miraculously burned for 
, the miracle 

we celebrate a seven-day miracle for 
eight days?

Students and scholars alike have 
pondered this question for centuries 
since the miracle of Chanukah trans-

-
 has collect-

ed one hundred answers to this classic 
question, and more recently, a  has 

One of the most familiar and widely 
used answers to the Beis Yosef’s ques-

-

the story of Rav Chanina ben Dosa’s 

The  Rav Chanina ben 
Dosa was exceptionally poor, and 
his household had to subsist on the 

night, after Shabbos had already 
been welcomed, Rabbi Chanina no-
ticed that his daughter was despon-

why are you sad?”

in my Shabbos lamps instead of oil; 
they will surely go out imminently 
and we will be left in complete dark-

-

say that vinegar should burn
Rabbi Chanina was expressing a 

the juice of an olive can be burned as 
fuel is no less miraculous than if vin-

accustomed to the fact that olive oil 

But, fundamentally, just because we 
are used to it does not remove it from 

if  can burn, it is equally 
-

of Chanukah commemorate the mirac-
ulous feat that oil which should natu-
rally last for only one night burned for 

added day of Chanukah is to enlighten 

The fact that oil can burn is a miracle 

it doesn’t make it any less miraculous 

time to celebrate the blatant and obvi-

— we add an additional day to recog-
nize and proclaim that nature itself is 

same answer in , and 

in the text of -
ously absent from  is any 

-
where is it mentioned that which the 
Gemara tells us: that they found only 
enough pure oil to burn for one day, 

mentioned about the  in the 

has the miracle been omitted?
Rav Moshe explains, utilizing the 

-
ural element of the miracle of Chanu-
kah is to come to the realization that 
what we are accustomed to and label 

Thus, we say,  to in-
dicate that the mere lighting of a lamp 

Hashem has created a process where 
the juice of an olive can burn and pro-
vide fuel, that in itself is worthy of our 

This teaching echoes, perhaps, the 
lesson of the most famous words ever 
penned by the Ramban  The Ramban 



with which we are familiar, and which 
we can name and seemingly predict, 
are in essence supernatural manifesta-

This deductive reasoning is the 
function of Chanukah: Through the 
open miracles of Chanukah, we come to 
recognize that even the mere burning 

Rav Dovid Cohen, Rosh Yeshivah 
of Chevron, utilizes the above to ex-
plain the phraseology of the , 

, in which we 
-

tablished for song and jubilation  Men 
of understanding —  — enacted 

the Chashmonaim referred to as 

understanding utilized in the legisla-
tion of Chanukah?

-
nukah should be seven days, as the 
Menorah burned miraculously for 

did not simply make an academically 
dry observation; they used , in-

 refers to the 
ability , to 
infer a new idea from a previously ac-

only were the seven days miraculous, 
but from the open miracles they came 
to recognize the hidden miracle of the 

-
men of , they added a further day 

and Rav Moshe always troubled 

answer is a fundamental tenet of Juda-
ism, we surely must recognize that all 
the processes that we take for granted 
are the hand of Hashem and remarkable 
manifestations of the endless wisdom and 

Can’t this principle be applied to any yom 

-
enth day commemorating the Splitting of 
the Sea, and then add a day to celebrate 

for granted, but what is it about Chanu-
kah that this is the time selected to teach 
this all-important lesson?

-

-
mension of the Torah is that there are 
ten , ten spheres of Divine man-
ifestation, through which Hashem cre-

of the  are  or , 
, , , , 

, , , , and 
 12a) cites 

Rav Zutra bar Tuvia as quoting Rav, 
 the world 

under-

stands that this Gemara is referencing 
the ten  that are discussed in the 

the ten  is perhaps the archetypi-
cal example of an esoteric teaching that 
is susceptible to misinterpretation and 

is that the  are not Hashem but 
rather emanations or manifestations 

yom tov and holy occasion is associated 
with a particular , 

 reveals that the  associated 
with Chanukah is 

 of  comes to fruition and 
is expressed in its fullest capacity on 

are the deepest of concepts, let us try to 
assimilate a degree of understanding in 

 of  is closely 
associated with Chanukah, the 
teaches that this gives added insight 

is the eighth , and the 
of  was  came to correc-
tion, on Chanukah to allow it to func-

the completion and correction of the 
 of , the  teaches, the 

Sages enacted eight days of Chanukah, 
symbolizing the  of the eighth 

, 
the holy language, there are two words 
that seem to be synonyms:  and 

-
 who 

maintain that there are synonyms in 
, known as 

 Rav Meir 
Leibush ben Yechiel Michel, the great 
halachic decisor and Torah commenta-
tor, argues vehemently that there are no 

-

the Malbim: the words  and 
The Malbim writes in many places 

between  and  refers 
to external beauty; attractive physical 
shape, appearance, and impression 
are described as 
an  is referred to as 

, as its color, shape, and bumps are 
all characteristics of external physical 

However,  refers to , 

are people whose objective physical 
appearance may not be pleasant or 
appealing, and yet there is an inner 
beauty to them, perhaps because of 

their humility, wisdom, and good char-

splendor that shines forth from their 

These two qualities,  and , 

-

can look at another human being and 
determine their quality by their ex-

groomed, and presented one may be 
can be used as a barometer of the qual-

This was the worldview of the 

body — 
building, body sculpting, muscle tone 

the phenomena of the universe in the 

are processes that can be computed, 
analyzed, calculated: the externalities 
of the world, and that is all they accept-

mouths of the wise men of nature who 
are drawn after Greek ideology, who 
deny anything that cannot be experi-

Yavan worshiped, appreciated, and 
valued , the external beauty of 

we are a people of -
 of 

the soul: humility, fear of G-d, wisdom, 
the splendor of the inner beauty of the 
Jewish 
accept that this is a world of , ex-

-
es of nature; behind the veil of nature 
and evaporation, condensation, precip-
itation, digestion, respiration; behind 
the natural cycles of the rise and fall of 
empires is the inner light and splendor 
of all creation, the miraculous guid-

, the external veil, is the ; 
the Divine inner working of how the 
world operates internally is the 

, 
our , our , 
the Ribbono Shel Olam, in a concealed 
manner, directs the various processes 
in proportion to our 

-
pening are all miraculous —having no 

The battle between the Yevanim and 



the Chashmonaim is the battle of 

splendor, 
of Chanukah, then, is to pull away the 
veil of  and come to a clear rec-
ognition and awareness that just as the 
miraculous is the Ribbono Shel Olam, 
the inner beauty and mechanism of all 
of nature is likewise the Ribbono Shel 

The very essence and purpose of 
Chanukah, then, is that through the 
seven days commemorating the open 
miracles, we come to recognize the in-

; 
as such it is the opportune time to rec-

burn will say that vinegar should burn ; 
it is the desig-
nated time to 
appreciate the 
inner beauty of 

 and not to 

be distracted and lost due to its 

he Vilna Gaon writes that the 
 of  stems from 

the word 

Often, a person is resistant to having 
-

-

, in a 
-

ture, in a world of externality, ingrati-

The Jewish nation is a people of 
-

planted, but the Creator in His benev-
olence and kindness has to choose to 

the Omnipotent L-rd, 

Looking at the , the inner splen-
dor of existence, allows one’s heart not 
to ever feel entitled or expectant, but to 

word  is associated with the trait 
of 
when we celebrate the  of Hashem’s 
Divine guidance, not only the miracle 
of an additional seven days of burning 
oil, but also the miracle of the burning 

-
ignated time to thank Hashem and sing 

very essence is never to take anything 
  

The Light and the Splendor


