
states, “Rav Yehudah, the son 
of Rav Shmuel bar Shilas, said in the name 
of Rav: Just as when the month of Av begins 

we curtail our rejoicing, so, too, when the month of Adar 
begins we increase our .’”

There has been much focus placed on the actual 
, the content, of which was said regarding increasing 

our . Our attention here, however, is drawn to the 

this statement was made by Rav Yehudah, the son of Rav 
Shmuel bar Shilas, said in the name of Rav?

Who was Rav Yehudah? Who was Shilas? What is 
the connotation of this somewhat unusual name — 
Shilas? Furthermore, why is this  related in the 
name of Rav?

What happened before this statement was made? 
Didn’t people rejoice in the month of Adar? Was this an 
original idea that had never been acted upon previously? 
Historically, did none of the previous Tannaim — such 

their 
by Rav, hundreds of years after the events of Purim ac-
tually transpired?

The  itself, when relating the mitzvos of Pu-
rim, does not mention increasing the degree of 
in the month of Adar. In the times of the  and 
the early Tannaim, there was no stipulation to increase 

 in Adar. Why did Rav Yehudah, the son of Rav 
Shmuel bar Shilas, introduce this idea so many years 
later?

-

Rava’s Two Statements 
 quotes Rava as having pro-

claimed, “A person is obligated to become intoxicated 

distinguish between ‘cursed is Haman’ and ‘blessed is 
Mordechai.’”

Rava was one of the last of the Amoraim. Was he the 

There is no Mishnah, Midrash, Sifri, Sifra, or 

It must have existed since the inception of Purim as a 
festival. And yet, it is not until the time of Rava, when 
Purim had already been celebrated for many years, that 
Rava proclaims that one is obligated to imbibe on Purim?

The 

regard to wine teaches that Rava 

to whet his appetite so that he would be able to eat the 
matzah at the Seder with more relish.

Thus, we see that two statements in  about 

-

Incredibly, the Arizal teaches us that Lot was rescued 
from captivity and then spared from the devastation of 
Sodom in the merit of the holy Amora Rava.

The  of Rava was contained in Lot. This is 
alluded to in the , “

 ( 14:12). The 
 of the words “ ” spell Rava.
Since Rava attributed his very existence to Lot having 

become inebriated with wine, he sought to identify ways 
in which wine could be used appropriately. He wanted 
to be , repair, the somewhat inappropriate use 
of wine by his forebear, Lot. He therefore publicized the 

of .

Amalek’s Two Goals

Jews emerged victorious, and Hashem instructed that 

Torah states:

; 

” (  17: 14–16).
There are several questions to be raised regarding 

these .





.” There are two components 

commanded to write it in the Torah and also to say it 
orally to Yehoshua. Why did Moshe have to do both?

 Hashem states that He will 
-

ever, in , we are instructed, “You

 (  25:19). It is  responsi-

be contradictory to what Hashem told Moshe when He 
said, “I shall surely erase…”

The word 
, throne,” should be spelled “ ,” but the  is 

missing. Also absent in this phrase are two letters of the 
 and the 

Rashi explains that the hand of HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu is raised to swear by His Throne that He will wage an 

 is missing 

Let us try to understand this teaching of Chazal. 

to Klal Yisrael entering the land. Initially, we were to 

were rejected, we were instructed to destroy them, “
 (  20:16). 

-

personal animosity toward these seven nations for all 

because of them.

15:3). 

memory could not even be recollected through a sur-
viving animal.

of the other nations that Klal Yisrael was instructed to 

-
ted egregious sins, yet there was nothing required other 

-
ery , remembrance, of their having ever existed. 

Amalek’s War Against Hashem
-

the Ribbono shel Olam Himself.

country wages a war, its goal is self-preservation, as its 
inhabitants feel threatened; or perhaps it may be protect-
ing its resources from being stolen; or it may be attempt-

As Klal Yisrael was traveling through the Midbar, 

present. There was no provocation at all on the part of 
Klal Yisrael.

the Torah means when it states, “
 Absent a method with which to 

who were on their way to receive the Torah and accept 

Yisrael to anger Hashem and diminish .
The seven nations in Canaan, however, had no inter-

. 
They may have committed a multitude of sins but that 

to anger Hashem, and there was no command to destroy 

This, the Malbim (ibid.) explains, is also alluded to 
in the change of wording used in the two  that 

The Jewish people are the 

cannot allow the Jew to exist, since the very presence 
-

rality and ethics. Therefore, the Jews must counter the 

their memory. That is why, in , the 
Torah instructs Klal Yisrael that they, Bnei Yisrael, are 

,” the 
Torah tells us, “ , as a nation, shall wipe out” any 

-

. What 
drives them is their burning desire to rid the world of 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu.

Thus, in  the Torah tells us that 

be countered by the Jewish people personally. The 
 dictates that the onus of ridding the world of 

However, in  the Ribbono shel 
Olam adds that the , the words you 
should whisper in the ear of Yehoshua, is that I, Hashem, 

, I will erase him.
There are two components to , 

because of what we see it trying to openly accomplish: 
destroying the Jewish people. Hashem will eradicate 

war against Hashem.
More than merely the sworn enemies of Klal Yisrael, 

The Riddle of the Ben Ish Chai
The Ben Ish Chai poses the following riddle: What 

mysteriously answers, “Haman stated that his ances-

himself and found himself to be equal. So he decided 

statement mean?
The Ben Ish Chai explains: Haman’s ancestors re-

moved three letters: the  from  and the 
and 
to , to 

. Thus, they removed three, and four remained.
The  states, “

 (  132:13). The 

. When Hashem chooses Zion at the time of the 





be . The  will return to the  and 
the will be complete, while the  and  will re-
turn to the  and 

In the interim, without these three letters, we are left 
with four letters: the  and  of and the  
and  of Kah. The numerical value of  is eighty, and 

The -
man stated that since his name is numerically equivalent 
to the four remaining letters, he is ideally suited to destroy 
Klal Yisrael.

Haman Comes to Diminish
-

ing allusions contained in the  that demonstrate 

Haman’s name appears in the 
times. He is also referred to once by the name Memuchan.

 

Hadassah.

together with the name of her husband, Haman, we arrive 

Mordechai is mentioned in the . Aside from the 

, this is also the precise number of letters contained 
in the list of Haman’s ten sons.

The word “ ,” has a -
em declares, “  ”; I 

times in the . I will erase the ten sons of Haman, 

-

The  brings from the Arizal another 

 of , in which we are 

, the unity of Hashem’s 
 of .

 we add to  and  on 
Purim, “

times Haman is mentioned in the 

in the Torah, once in  and once in 
 There are 119 words contained in the 

 of “   (
17:8-16) in  In  “

 (  25:17), there are 47 words. 
The sum of words in both  that discuss destroy-

of  contained in 

the 

Each Month Represents 
The  (Rav Tzvi Hirsch Koidanover, 

1648–1712) cites the Arizal, who teaches that there are 
-

em 
these variations.

as it is correctly spelled. Adar corresponds to 

Haman decided to choose to carry out his plans in the 
month of Adar.

-

harm Klal Yisrael.
-

rienced revealed miracles —  because 

order. In Adar, on the other hand, Hashem’s Presence is 
-

cisely why Haman thought he could succeed in Adar.
Haman alluded to this when he stated, “

,” (

stated, “ ” (ibid. 5:4). 

correct order.
-

, 
, as 

 
accesses the ; alluding to Hashem’s 

 arouses the .
The ideal way to ensure that Hashem’s  

as 
, would naturally opt for reverse-order 

, as Haman did.

join her for a , a feast, she fully intended to use 
the party as a way to completely destroy Haman and 

“  that alluded to the 
, spelled correctly, she 

activated , complete mercy, from the 
Ribbono shel Olam. This supreme level of mercy might 
have partially thwarted her intended outcome, since Ha-

mercy she was activating.
-

el of , judgment, which would be unleashed against 
Haman and ensure his downfall. Therefore, the 

 states, “
  7:7). This phrase does 

contain the  in the correct order, as it is 
spelled, but the letters appear at the end of the words, as 
the 
an element of , exacting some Divine ret-
ribution to be directed against Haman and exclude him 

activate and access for Klal Yisrael.

Haman’s Grandchildren 
 relates that Haman’s descen-

provide the name of the grandson of Haman who was 
learning Torah. However, the has an alter-

us of the name of Haman’s grandson who was a great 
 and a recognized Amora: Rav Shmuel 

bar Shilas!

 tells us that Rav Shmuel bar Shilas 
was a , one who taught children Torah, 
and therefore merited the exalted status of being one of 
the .

Rav relates that he once chanced upon Rav Shmuel 





he was neglecting his students by spending time in his 
garden, Rav Shmuel bar Shilas answered that this was the 

garden, and even now, as he strolled through the greenery, 

It is of note that out of all the professions he could have 
chosen, Rav Shmuel bar Shilas chose to teach Torah to 

as a  to his talmidim.

The Antidote to Eisav

 (
27:22). The Midrash teaches us that there is an antidote 
to “ .” There is a tool available to 

from doing evil.
When Jewish children are engaged in the study of To-

-

Heaven forbid, the children are not studying Torah, then 

brother, he said, “
 (ibid. 32:12). The 

 points out that an anagram of the 

” are Haman! He was praying not only for salvation 

spared from Haman. He davened to be saved “ ,” 
-

ty-four — yet another allusion to Haman, whose name 

Rav Shmuel bar Shilas, a descendant of Haman, a 
-

strove to rectify and be 

which sought to destroy Klal Yis-
rael. By teaching Torah to chil-
dren, Rav Shmuel bar Shilas’s 

-

The Name Shilas Explained
Shilas, Rav Shmuel’s father, is also a descendant of Ha-

uncovers the mystical allusion contained in this unusual 
name. The letters of the name are the  of the 

 (  16:8). 
As the  writes, this is an instruction to 

should picture the  as if it were right in 
front of us at all times.

. Their 

before us. Shilas was named thus to counter the mission 
 for his ancestor’s actions and life 

mission, he was so named in order to always remember to 

: The full  is always 
placed before me.

The month of Adar was transformed from one of fear 
and trepidation to a month of . It is a time 
to rejoice and increase happiness. There is no one more 

to the complete and total transformation of those who 
sought to destroy us. The descendant of Haman was not 

 but 
was using his position as a  to completely 

It must be told to us by Rav, who personally witnessed 
 the actions 

of his ancestor, and whose father represented the antith-
-

em. Rav was the originator of this 
, since he was able to testify about 

the actions of Rav Shmuel bar Shilas. It was then further 
publicized and disseminated by the very descendants of 

the actions and desires of their ancestors.

Why Rav Yehudah?
The  Hashem’s Throne, has four legs. 

of the legs that support the Kisei HaKavod. This three-
legged Throne was not stable, teetering without a fourth 
supporting leg, until Yehudah was born.

When Yehudah was born, the Torah tells us, 
“ ” (  29:35), which can be in-
terpreted as “this birth brought , stability.” The 

was the progenitor of David HaMelech, who provided the 
fourth leg of the Throne.

The  writes that David HaMelech, 
-

ment of the 
 ( 14:9). This is alluded to by the 

,” 
which spell David.

The  then directs us to analyze the 
name Yehudah, and we will discover wonders. The name 

 — plus the letter , representing David, the fourth 
 of the . David made the 

 complete.
The name Yehudah thus is the total antithesis of Ama-

the completion of the . The name Yehudah 
is testament to the fact that it is no longer “

Rav Shmuel bar Shilas made it his life’s mission to 

-
sage inherent in his father’s name, 

front of him.
When his son was born, what better name to choose 

than Yehudah? He named his son Yehudah, symbolic of 

-
dermine.

In perfect symmetry, the  had to be presented 
in this manner and by these very individuals.

The Concealed and the Revealed


